Expression of adhesion molecules in lymphoproliferative disorders.
We review the role of adhesion molecule expression on malignant lymphoid cells as delineated by experimental studies and clinical observation. Adhesion molecules of the Ig superfamily, integrins, selectins, and the lymphocyte homing receptor CD44 mediate cell-to-cell and cell-to-extracellular matrix interactions. These molecules have been investigated with the aim (i) of defining certain biological features of the malignant cells, (ii) of providing a rationale to understand tumor organization, metastasis and organ specificity, and (iii) of detecting disease subsets and prognostic groups.